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Video Link: https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=qxPrN49Mj9Q








Police Officer Harshly Confronts a College Student Picking Up Trash
This video depicts one of the incidences where police use of force is utterly questionable. Zayd Atkinson; a student who was picking trash using a pole in front of his dormitory was confronted by Officer John Smyly by asking him numerous questions. The interactions in the video show that Smyly was concerned Atkinson might have been trespassing. Atkinson started getting upset after the officer asked him the specifics regarding his residence including asking him to provide identification that showed his address. Smyly works with Colorado Boulder Police Department (CUPD) as a police officer (Times, 2019).
The police confronted Atkinson outside his home, in an attempt to determine if he had the right to be there. This incident unfolded after officer Smyly saw Atkinson in a somewhat enclosed court behind a “private property sign,” picking up trash prompting the officer to ask if he was trespassing. Officer Smyly drew his Taser, followed by his handgun claiming Atkinson’s trash grabber could be used as a weapon. Atkinson was heard saying, “You’re on my property with a gun in your hand, threatening to shoot me because I’m picking up trash,” "I don't have a weapon. This is a bucket. This is a trash grabber,” (Times, 2019) The police officer went ahead to call for back up, claiming that the Atkinson was uncooperative and unwilling to put down a blunt object, eight police officers heed the call. 
Based and information learned regarding the use of force continuum and the related case law, the police use of force in the video is unlawful. At first, Smyly complied with both the first and second level of the Force Continuum, as his presence coupled with the use of the voice achieved some desired results despite being unconvincing to him (National Institute of Justice, 2009). Nevertheless, his failure to use reasonable judgment saw him escalate was a relaxed situation to a somewhat tense situation prompting him to attempt using his Taser. Additionally, he unlawfully used level 6 of the Force Continuum whereby he drew a deadly force, even when Atkinson did not seem to pose a significant threat of death or serious physical injury to him (Williams, 2002).  Typically, Smyly’s actions can be justified as unlawful as he failed to adhere to the general principle of the Force Continuum which says, “The level of force used should be tailored to the nature of the threat that prompted its use,” (National Institute of Justice, 2016).
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